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Abstract :

This paper examines the application of a relatively under-explored “image-to-text” mode in iconological

research, focusing on the theoretical feasibility and practical pathways of applying generative artificial intelligence

to art history. Using four major models from OpenAl, the study evaluates their performance through two case

studies—Titian’ s Sacred and Profane Love and Li Tang’ s Gathering Edible Wild Herbs. Through comparative

analysis of model performance, cross-cultural examination of Chinese and Western classical paintings, and

juxtaposing Al-generated results with current scholarly findings, this study also explores the potential and

limitations of Al in art history research, as well as the differences in Al performance across Chinese and Western

cultural contexts.
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