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Wandering with Those Immortals Fuqiu and Hongya:
An Iconological Research on the Images of Hongya
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Abstract: Guo Pu(276-324)had mentioned in his poem of mystical excursion that in the imaginary wonderland: the sleeve of Fuqiu
could be held with the left hand and Hongya’s shoulder could be pated with the right hand. Literati had frequently borrowed the
allusion “patting Hongya on his shoulder” in their works. However, who is Hongya? The answer to this question has never been unified
and clarified. In the history of painting, there are also various records regarding the drawings of Hongya, but these drawings have not
been found. Some scholars believe that the pictures depicting Hongya were lost. Nevertheless, a figure painting by Shen Zhenlin(active
in the 19th century)at the Metropolitan Museum could be the extant one, which represents Hongya, five attendants and a donkey.
There is not much research on this painting, and it has not yet attracted scholars’ attention. Among the several versions of painting
Hongya recorded in the history, Qian Xuan (1235-1305)’s painting is the most popular version, but there are also many copies. The
painting Hongya painted by Shen Zhenlin is not the same as Qian Xuan’s version, but it has the same image schema. Combined with
the image of Hongya decorated on the unearthed pot from the Liao Tomb, it can be seen that the picture of Hongya as an image

schema had been widely circulated. By applying the research method of iconology and literature analysis to analyze its image meaning

and schema, this article is aimed at sorting out the versions of Hongya paintings in the history.
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