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Reinterpreting the Images of Consort Yang Mounting a Horse
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Abstract: Numerous existing versions of Consort Yang Mounting a Horse depict Consort Yang mounting a horse while Emperor
Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty looking back at her. Of them, Qian Xuan’s version is studied the most. This article mainly studies
the Boston round fan version, the Taipei version and the Freer handscroll version by adopting the methods of literature analysis
and iconography, traces the original context of the late Tang Dynasty when the theme “Consort Yang mounting a horse” emerged,
discusses changes in the theme in different periods, explores the special meaning of adding the image of Emperor Xuanzong during
the Southern Song Dynasty , and analyzes the symbolic meaning of Consort Yang mounting a horse, an act that already happens
but is not completed, to reveal the connotations of an ill-fated person and a survivor represented by her and Emperor Xuanzong
respectively. Besides, this article also discusses the misinterpretation of nebriated Consort Yang, and proves why Qian Xuan could

not have created paintings in this theme based on his identity of being a survivor of the Southern Song Dynasty.

Keywords: Consort Yang Mounting a Horse; Qian Xuan; iconography; Emperor Xuanzong of the Tang Dynasty; male gaze
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